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Reinforcing USA Democracy through Right to Information 

by correcting USA textbook erroneous information  

on  

World Peace Messenger Buddha’s birthplace 

United States of America is considered a synonym to democracy and one of the most 

significant characteristics of democracy is the right to information. Over the past few 

years, the "right to information" has gained increasing prominence in the human rights 

and the democratic discourses. At the heart of the right to information are two key 

concepts:  

• The right of the public to request access to information and the corresponding 

duty on the government to meet the request, unless specific, defined exemptions 

apply;  

• The duty of the government to proactively provide certain key information, even 

in the absence of a request. [1]  

The right to information does not make any sense without having right information, 

however; USA citizens are getting erroneous information on World Peace Messenger 

Buddha’s birthplace because textbooks present incorrect information in this regard.  

Problem Root: 

Prince Siddhartha Gautama, who later becomes Buddha, was born in Lumbini in 623 

BC, [2] however; the legendary site of the Buddha's birth, the discovery points to the 

renowned religious figure living more than a century earlier than dates accepted by 

many scholars.[3] Prof. Robin Coningham and Kosh Prasad Acharya published their 

findings of the UNESCO funded Lumbini Research Project in the journal Antiquity. The 

excavation will also be featured in a National Geographic documentary.  

Emperor Ashoka visited Lumbini in 249 BC and erected the Ashoka Pillar with Pali 

language inscriptions in the Brahmi script to pay homage to Buddha’s birthplace.[4]
  The 

inscription reads: 

http://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/programs/ai/rti/articles/RTI%2520Paper%2520-%25202005%2520Ombuds%2520Conf.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002252/225236e.pdf
http://news.nationalgeographic.com.au/news/2013/11/131125-buddha-birth-nepal-archaeology-science-lumbini-religion-history/
http://antiquity.ac.uk/ant/087/ant0871104.htm
http://antiquity.ac.uk/ant/087/ant0871104.htm
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002252/225236e.pdf


 

 

"King Piyadasi (Ashoka), beloved of devas, in the 20th year of the coronation, 

himself made a royal visit, Buddha Sakyamuni having been born here; a stone 

railing was built and a stone pillar erected to the Bhagavan having been born 

here, Lumbini village was taxed reduced and entitled to the eight part (only)" 

Thus it would seem the pillar was indeed constructed by Ashoka to mark the historic 

location of The Buddha's birthplace. In turn he also granted Lumbini a tax-free status. 

The pillar itself became lost over the centuries and only in 1896 General Khadga 

Shamsher, the Governor of Tansen, organised an expedition together with Anton 

Führer. And the Ashoka Pillar, which marks Lord Buddha’s birthplace, is re-discovered. 

[4]  

Lord Buddha was therefore born in Lumbini which is a part of Nepal. As the Ashoka 

Pillar was lost for centuries and when India was under the British rule, some British 

writers had written that Buddha was born in India and this is still believed to be true in 

many parts of the world today. This erroneous information is based on old British 

archives. Many scholars mistakenly mention it from that source. It seems many people 

are confused even today while referring to the birthplace of Buddha. Citing the 

colonization of India by Britain is the main reason of the misconception. This mistake 

occurred because of the British archives and continues today through activities such as 

articles, books, sites, and films with the error continuing to expand. 

 

Lumbini  

The International Committee for the Development of Lumbini formed in New York under 

the chairmanship of Nepal’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations (UN) in 

1970. In 1972 the Advisory Panel for the International Committee for the Development 

of Lumbini requested that Kenzo Tange prepare a Master Plan for Lumbini. The 

Government of Nepal and the UN approved the Kenzo Tange Master Plan in 1978. The 

implementation of the Plan was scheduled to be completed by 1985. [2] [4]  

Excavation work by the Department of Archaeology, Lumbini Development Trust and 

the Japanese Buddhist Federation (1992-1995) during which the Marker Stone that 

marks the exact location of the birth of Lord Buddha was discovered. Lumbini is 
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included on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1997. UNDP commissioned a Vision 

and Scoping Mission led by Young Hoon Kwaak and Abelardo Brenes to develop the 

idea of Lumbini as the "Fountain of World Peace" in 1999. The Second World Buddhist 

Summit declared Lumbini as a “World Peace City” in 2004. [2] [4]  

The Asian Development Bank began South Asia Tourism Infrastructure Development 

Project which included upgrading the Gautam Buddha Airport near Lumbini in 2010. In 

the same year, a three-year UNESCO/Japanese-Funds-in-Trust for the Preservation of 

the World’s Cultural Heritage project entitled “Strengthening the Conservation and 

Management of Lumbini, the Birthplace of Lord Buddha” was launched to address 

conservation and management issues and challenges facing the World Heritage site.[2] 

[4] 

In 2011, The Greater Lumbini Development National Steering Committee was 

established by the Cabinet of Nepal with the mandate to develop a Master Plan for the 

Greater Lumbini area while respecting the Kenzo Tange Master Plan and to garner 

international support for the development of Lumbini. In 2012, the government of Nepal 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Korea International Cooperation Agency 

for the preparation of a master plan for Lumbini World Peace City Preservation and 

Development project. [2] [4] 

There is, hence; no debate on Lord Buddha’s birthplace, except for misconception due 

to erroneous information. UN Secretary-Generals’ Daag Hammarskjöld; U Thant, Kurt 

Waldheim; Javier Perez de Cuellar, and Ban Ki-moon have visited Lumbini, Nepal. 

While Prof. Robin Coningham led a UNESCO/Japanese funded project “Strengthening 

the Conservation and Management of Lumbini, the Birthplace of Lord Buddha” The 

project published interesting findings in many renowned International newspapers. As 

we are in the 21st century, it is utmost urgent to correct the misconception globally.  

 

Correcting the erroneous information: 

Lumbini-Kapilvastu Day Movement (LKDM), is a global movement institutionalized in 

2010 to spread Buddha’s peace and nonviolence messages and promote Buddha's 

birthplace Lumbini, Nepal.  Following the evolution of the LKD Movement there was a 
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large social network surge especially in Facebook and Google with correct Buddha’s 

birthplace information. As such Google has corrected the information in March 2010. [5] 

On behalf of the LKD Movement I have written to that time Prime Minister of Nepal, 

Madhav Kumar Nepal in August 2010 suggesting mobilizing diplomatic missions to 

correct the mis-information. Because of the LKD Movement activities the British 

Museum has already corrected their references to the Birthplace of Buddha. [6]  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his Nepal visit reiterated that Nepal is the country 

where apostle of peace in the world, Buddha was born. [7] 

Textbooks correction process commenced in Korea and Sweden:  

In December, 2011, Nepal’s Ambassador to Korea, Kamal Prasad Koirala wrote a letter 

to President Lee Myung-bak requesting him to change the erroneous information in 

South Korean textbooks regarding the birth place of Lord Buddha. [8] 

“We plan to send a formal request to relevant ministries and study the case to 

determine whether the suggested correction is necessary,” The next day the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MOFAT) official reported. [9] 

 “Authors of the book admitted to having described Buddha’s birthplace wrongly 

and have decided to correct it. The corrected version of the book will be 

released next year as the books for this year had already been printed.” said 

Kang Hyun-tae, a senior researcher at the Ministry of Education, Science and 

Technology. [10]  

The diplomatic initiatives taken from the Lumbini-Kapilvastu Day World Campaign has 

yielded fruit regarding the correction of misinformation about Lord Buddha’s birthplace 

in Swedish textbooks. [11]  

Millions of people globally are under the misconception on World Peace Messenger 

Lord Buddha’s birthplace. This is an injustice that requires correction. The LKD 

Movement, hence; is giving utmost priority to promoting correct information and we 

request all relevant person s to support us in this pursuit. 

 

 

http://worldamity.wordpress.com/2010/03/22/google-corrected-its-mistake-breaking-news/
http://worldamity.wordpress.com/2011/11/07/breaking-news-finally-british-museum-decided-to-make-correction/
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-speaks-nepali-language-in-his-speech-nepal-parliament/1/375407.html
http://koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2011/12/113_101619.html
http://koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2011/12/113_101619.html
http://rendezvous-inmyblog.blogspot.com.au/2012/02/korea-to-correct-lord-buddhas.html
http://www.nepaliheadlines.com/en/misinformation-buddhas-birthplace-swedish-textbooks-corrected-20967
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